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July 11, 2017 
 
Senator Bob Corker 
455 Dierksen Senate Office Building SD-425 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Corker; 
 
The Down Syndrome Association of Middle Tennessee (DSAMT) is the leading 
resource in Middle Tennessee for education, advocacy, support and community for 
individuals with Down syndrome and their families.  Our organization represents 
more than 2,000 families along with countless community members who support 
those with Down syndrome. 
 
On behalf of the leadership of the DSAMT, we are writing to express our concerns 
and opposition to the Senate “Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA) of 2017.”  The 
BCRA includes provisions that attempt to establish a new Medicaid financing mechanism 

with per capita spending caps and block grants, which would be detrimental to all 
individuals with Down syndrome and their families.  Independent and community living 
long term services and supports (LTSS) are a part of Medicaid through the optional Home 
Community Based Waiver (HCBS) services.  Since being signed into law in 1983 by 
President Ronald Reagan, this Waiver has allowed Tennesseans with disabilities to live and 
work independently with supports in their communities. This allows individuals with 
disabilities to have meaningful employment, pay taxes and, like other Americans, live their 
lives with dignity.  
 
The $770 billion dollar cut to the Medicaid program will not only destroy the system 
of services and supports that people with Down syndrome need to be fully 
participating members of society, but would also create funding deficits in 
Tennessee’s Medicaid programs.   Medicaid cuts would leave individuals with 
Down syndrome, who are already struggling to receive cost-effective health 
insurance and supportive services, in a backwards trend away from inclusion, 
productivity and meaningful participation. 
 
People with Down syndrome deserve the same opportunities as everyone else – to 
live, learn, work, vote and thrive in their communities.  Medicaid provides the 
additional support they need to make these opportunities a reality.   
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Tennessee currently receives $2 in federal funding for every $1 in state funding 
contributed to the Medicaid (TennCare) program.  These funds have helped 
Tennessee create more cost-effective programs, which allow those with Down 
syndrome to live at home or in the community, receive employment supports, 
access transportation and other assistance – and keep their families in the 
workforce. The proposed Senate legislation will significantly cut that funding by 
capping the amount of federal Medicaid support to the states and only increasing it 
by the overall rate of inflation each year – significantly less than the rate of medical 
inflation.  States will be forced to make significant cuts in programs or attempt to 
shift costs to families that already struggle financially. 
 
DSAMT, along with many other Tennessee disability organizations, have worked 
tirelessly to protect the rights of individuals with Down syndrome over the years, 
helping to ensure that they are able to reach their potential and be meaningfully 
included in our communities.  These gains will be lost if you and other members of 
the Senate allow these Medicaid cuts to proceed. 
 
Preservation of Medicaid funding is imperative to the meaningful inclusion and 
independent living for individuals with Down syndrome in our communities. 
 
Tennesseans with Down syndrome and their families are depending on you to 
ensure that our children with Down syndrome have these supports and access to 
equal opportunities. We are asking you to support a health program that already 
keeps costs down and improves outcomes for Tennesseans with Down syndrome by 
not allowing Medicaid to be cut.  Tennessee did not take the Medicaid expansion 
through the ACA.  For Tennessee, Medicaid and the ACA are completely separate 
issues.  Medicaid cannot be the vehicle that funds the replacement of the ACA. 
 
Should you or your staff wish to discuss the information in this letter in more detail 
or if you have any other questions about the needs of people with Down syndrome 
and their families in Tennessee, please contact me by cell phone at 615-386-9002 or 
by email alecia@somethingextra.org.    
 

In celebration & gratitude, 

 
Alecia Talbott 
Executive Director 
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